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Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr.
August 3, 1977
Page 2

islative input and have us to once again rely on his per-
sonal commitment and that of his assistant Dr. Peter G.
Bourne. On July 12 and 13, extensive hearings were held
by the Select Committee on Narcotics Abuse and Control,
chaired by Congressman Lester L. Wolff, and testimony was
given to the committee outlining the President's policy
against drug abuse and his close working relationship
with Dr. Bourne, as well as with Ms. Mathea DeFalco and
Dr. Robert Dupont, Director of the National Institute on
Drug Abuse. Yet, it has become abundantly clear that,
notwithstanding this, none of the witnesses before our
committee had any idea that ODAP would be abolished. The
Congress would not have any oversight authority nor could
we specifically oversee any legislative mandate within
the Domestic Council, which the President has designated
to assume ODAP's responsibilities. While the President
has expanded his drug abuse policy to include barbituates,
sedative-hypnotic drugs, and alcohol, as well as tobacco
addictions, he, at the same time, has restricted the num-
ber of staff people to work in these areas. In fact, it
appears that Dr. Peter G. Bourne will be assuming respon-
sibility over mental health as well as international
health matters, but with a more limited staff than he had
with the Office of Drug Abuse Policy.

Mr. Speaker, it took the Congress too long to get this
office from the Ford administration, even with a white
paper, for us to now wait for further studies. I think
this completely disregards the responsibility of the Con-
gress, if we are ever going to establish a national policy
that relates to drug addiction and abuse. The Congress
has a duty to specifically assign that responsibility to
a distinct entity that can be held accountable to us, as
well as to the American people. Anything less than this
would cause a continuation of multi-federal agency respon-
sibility without accountability. Mr. Carter has made it
clear that he intends to take a personal interest in the
problems of drug abuse, but, Mr. Speaker, this does not
mean that the Congress has to relinguish its responsibili-
ties. By abolishing this small ODAP staff, we will guar-
antee the erosion of the confidence that the American
people have in the government's priority to deal effective-
ly against drug abuse. Mr. Speaker, I ask you to use your
good offices to persuade the President to amend his reor-









THE FOLLOWING MEMRERS NF COMGRESS REQUEST THAT YOU
INTERCEDE ON OUR BEHALF AMD ADVISE THE PRESIDENT OF
NUR DISAPPROVAL OF HIS PROPOSAL TO ABNLISH THE OFFICE

OF DRIG ARIISE PALICY,

JAMES ABDNOR
JOSEPH ADDABRO
HERMAN BADILLO
L.A., BAFALIS
ROBERT RAUMAN
ROBIN BEARD

MARIO BIAGGI
JONATHAN BINGHAM .
WILLIAM BROOMFIELD
J. HERBERT BURKE

YVONNE BRAITHWIATHE BYRKE

JOHN L. BURTON
SHIRLEY CHISOLM
DON H. CLAUSEN
DEL CLAWSON
WILLTAM CLAY
JAMES CLEVELAND
CARDISS COLLINS
BARBER CONABLE
TOM CORCORAN
JAMES . CORMAN
WILLIAM COTTER
PHILLIP CRANE
JAMES DELANEY
RONALD DELLUMS
CHARLES DIGGS
ROBERT DORNAN
THOMAS DOWNEY
DON EDWARDS
THOMAS EVANS
BILLY LEE EVANS
MILLICENT FENWICK
HAMILTON FISH JR.
DANIEL FLOOD
WALTER FLOWERS
HAROLD FORD
LOUIS FREY
TENNYSON GUYER

JAMES HANLEY
AUGUSTUS HAWKINS
MICHAEL HARRINGTON
MARGARET HECKLER
ELWOOD HILLIS
HAROLD HOLLENBECK
ELIZABETH HOLTZMAN
FRANK HORTON

HENRY HYDE

ROBERT KASTEN

JACK KEMP

EDWARD KOCH :
ROBERT LAGOMARSINO
NORMAN LENT

TRENT LOTT

PETE MC CLOSKEY
JAMES MANN

MARC L. MARKS
RALPH METCALFE
ABNER MIKVA
PARREN MITCHELL
DONALD MITCHELL
TOBY MOFFETT

G.V. MONTGOMERY
MORGAN MURPHY

JOHN MEYERS

LUCIEN NEDZI
RICHARD OTTINGER
EDWARD PATTISON
CLAUDE PEPPER

JOEL PRITCHARD
TOM. RAISBACK
FREDERICK RICHMOND
PETER RODINO =
BENJAMIN ROSENTHA
JOHN ROUSELOT
MARTY RUSSO

RONALD SARASIN



JAMES SCHEUER
JOE SKUBITZ
STEVE SOLARZ
LOUIS STOKES
GENE TAYLOR

JOE D.

WAGGONNER JR.

WILLIAM WALSH
THEODORE WEISS
LARRY WINN JR.
LESTER WOLFF
C.:W. YOUNG

LEO ZEFERETTI






























































































































